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i» two fect ant . 

and four-inches and 8 half in its extreme Biel, 
4 met with in 1 

e. 


venty paſſed through my hands, eee 
——— rodaſired not e tos Feet in 
length, nor quite ſixteen inches in breadth: and the 
largeſt I have read of is that mentioned by Rhedi to 
g twenty-four pounds, with- * 
n, which make about eighteen 
this Mediterranean Torpedo, 
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e caſt, but not at all motled | 
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vnn white, 55 
colour, wr Laine its tail became e uni- 
verſal. The fide fins. being a little contracted — 
curled vp, n the preciſe meaſurement of its 
breadth, but it appeared to bold the general propor- 
tion obſerved in t of la Rochelle that is, the 
. Was two-thirds * Big n 6,” N ceQcic 
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2 one-third of the length, 1 K all 


— õgnatino-Raia. See Marcy: Lid TERS. 


* 
* 
* 
* 4 
%. 
- 
- 
* 
23 0 
* > 
© Wav 
I TI +40 
4, 3 
2 Le,” 2 
» F wo 3 
PR 
5 3 * 5 5 
*: ; * 2 "Os BY 
* > * 4 \ ©, 7 6 
2 ws 8 © "Att; a 
— A * SD > * * 3 
2 8 * 


e R mn 
— in extreme breadth. In ſhort, the | 
ay Yup; Jag ti, differed from thoſe I faw in 
te Boy of Biſcay but in Be and colour; and per- 
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than denoting e | 
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with his firſt ſucceſs, DOE TIT 
in the operation ;, he determined, however, the num 
ber of columns in one. organ to amount to 1182, 


11 take notice a of this fiſh x was 

«Bog table, and that ſome of my 
friends ſuffered a little for their curioſity in taſting it? 
Rondelet ſpeaks unfavourably of the Torpedo as food; 
and tells us, that at Venice the Prefe of Health 
forbids it to be ſold in the market. But to deem it | 
wholeſome diet, we have the ſanction of Hippocrates 
as well as Galen; and if forbid at Venice when 
Rondelet, was there, in. the markets of France I 
know it to be ſold. . The truth is, that the electrical 
organs, which make one half of the animal, are, 
though wholeſome to be eaten, an inſipid mucilage ; 5 
but its muſcular part is, at leaſt, as palatable as the 
fleſh of the other Rays: among theſe the old and 
DOE are ever in We .requelt, | Our TROL: 
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The following a üdts were Iri: 
buys concerning Torpedos found in that eee 
rom Mr. Philip Lyde, Surgeon at Brixham, who 
forwarded the e firſt, on the 4th of Auguſt, 17 1 
„fend a Torpedo, ot Numb-fiſh, ſet had, 
© when living, the greateſt effect, as Lam ifform 4 
by the inen who caught it. There Have 
<« three taken this week. The one fent gerne wt be 
; « of * ha rgeft fize. 5 
eln, an A account, "Gated: We 240 Jake, it 
menti ned that one or t ö e there eve ry 
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From Mr. Grant, fiſhmonger, wh ere eg . 
Fara on the 3d November, 1773. | 
£45 08 The Tor orpedo, or Numb- fiſh, is by no me: 
C1) plenty in hate parts, as it rarely . har 
6 more. than one is taken at a time; nor can "the 
« proper ſeaſon for catching them be pron as 
they have been ſeen at all times of the year. The 
« uſual depth of water in which they are cavght is 
**-from thirty-ſix to forty fathom ; and being of the 
„Ray kind, they are commonly taken with them. 
« As to the time when their young are to He ſeen; no 


« {atisfactory information can * obtained; but it is 
2 imagined 
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. for * Ve the Rays is * 
<« the ſame. Their numbing quality is pretty firong: | 
through the net, *hough much weaker than when: 
they are taken dut. The general name by which: 
they are known here, is the Numb or Cramp-fiſh, 
Few or no ſmall Torpedos are to be met with in; 
t theſe partz, thoſe hitherto caught being from tem 
to ſixty, n and eighty pounds _—_ 
which may probably proceed ftom the young; 
6; beipg en away ufa. wih 
ee. Fs „ 455) 3 M6 $- DIME 160k prtert 
At Rochelle; during the intire wonth of Joly, 
moſt of the larger female Torpedos, being thoſe from 
fifteen inches to two feet in length, were found with. 
an uncertain number of eggs in theit matrices, the 
largeſt females appearing to have the greateſt num- 
ber. The eggs of the ſame female differed little 
from each other as to forwardneſs 3 nor did the eggs 
of one female diffet much from thoſe of another: 
the embryo i in all was but little: advanced; A letter. 
from M. Saunier of la Rochelle, written ahout..fix, 
weeks after I had left that place, informed me, 
that on the 1othy September, he opened a vety large 
Torpedo of about two feet and a quarter by one. 
and a half, and diſcovered floating in the left matrice 
nine fetuſes quite formed, near two inches long, and 
diſtin from them nine in no ſtate of forward · 
neſs; and that in the rig t matrice he met with, 
four ſuch fetuſes and nine ſuch eggs. The obſer- 
vation, therefore, - of Ariſtoti 5 that the Torpedo 
brings forth at the autumnal equinox, is well founded, 
 notwithflanding Lorenzini has queſtioned the fact,. 
From the remarkable ſuperſetation in this inſtance, 
we may beſides infer, that the Torpedo, agreeably 
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4 | clude, that it principally takes place 
14 . noxes. I have dwelt 19 1 
dt which foreign Torpedos forth, as we are yet 
1 | entirely ignorant on that poine ith regard to thoſe of — 
1 | our colder climate, and as this knowledge may, in 
W541 : ſome d „ aſſiſt us in knowing when and where RF: 
1m to look for the animal. Moſt fiſh, we are told, : 

#4 | | proach the ſhore in the ſammer ſeaſon; and * | 
Forces will doubtleſs then, in queſt of , a1 
of a warmer element, both fo —__ | 
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re — Mount's Bap in Sarn- 
by e Scobell of Penzance, from the — 6 
| As book ir. are theſe: that he judged it on me- 
| N about forty pounds, and to 
6 „ede about three feet long and two and à half 
« broad ; that its ſkin was ſmooth like an ee}, dark - 
« brown on the back; and white underneath; and 
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pedo found to take the hook. That deſcription, 
ough thought to have been fabulous, proves to be no 
leſs juſt in each cireumſtanoe, than, ae was always | | 
confeſſef to be, poctically beautiful in the whole. 
But to — — the greateſt ſucceſs the Torpedo, 
as well as other flat fiſhy/ which keep near hs - 
nd, the trawl, or drag-net, muſtbe uſed.” This — 
ind of fiſhing is much praiſed in Torbay; but in | 
Mount's Bay, as I am informed, not yet adopted: | 
which may be the chief reaſon why — has A 
but ſeldom been taken at the one, __ 1 . 
quently at the other prog. eee 
I had an laſt autumn -of making f 
his Hiſtory of — you have remarked, men» a 
tions a Torpedo of ſix or eight pounds to have been | 
found about thirty years fince. The fiſhery there, 7 | 
which is very conſiderable, is wholly carried on 
with hook and line, and the fiſhermen wore entire 
ſtrangers to the Torpedo. But at Ring, a a fiſhing ; wy 
f 85 . village . 
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ens he fiſteen! ſmall — with hie 1 tac 
wry pole · trawling, the fiſhermen, were. acquainted 
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confounded it with. the Angel- but by. their 5 
3 both of the animal Rs: Ho 3 
11 they knew and meant the Torpedo. 
To prove the electrical effect of the . Fd 
exten ſhould: be 4nformed, not only where to find, 
but how beſt to preſerve it alive. The Electtic A 
ſo far amphibious as to exiſt in air twenty - | 
(h water- it ſurvives but little longer. 
Well- boats kept in ſalt water, and not put into 
much motion, may beſt ſuit it : In reſervoirs on 8 
which on ſea · coaſts are not unfrequent, it Will be 
ſubject to be annoyed, - notwithſtanding. its elec» 
trical armour, by the Sea-leach and the common 
Sea- crab. A commodious well: boat we experienced 
might ſoon be made from a ſmall flat · bottomed boat, 
termed” by the French Pouſſeried; which, p 
tioned. with laths into three or four chambers, 
ſecured in the ſame manner at the top, kept floating, 
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ſrom its leaky ſtate, juſt even with the water. In this 1 


pen we were able to preſerve them ſeveral days, and 
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may, as we 3 yet i - 
ment they neglect all kinds of prey: — 
bowever, as they are of a quiet nature, 4 
them to ſwallow food, if —— 5 
But the frequent, an 3 
5. the Torpedo is to lie in concealment under ſand. 
If he be placed by deſign, as he is ſometimes | 
left by accident, in any hollow of a ſandy beach, 
from hente the tide has juſt retired, he * to 
that brink where the water is ſtill draining away, 
and on finding! himſelf unable after repeated at- 
tempts to puſh himſelf over the ſhallow, and follow 
the courſe of 'the tide, he begins with admirable 
addreſs to bury himſelf in the ſand, and by EC 
but quick flapping of his extremities all round ſoon 
finks himſelf a bed, and in the action throws the ſand 
in a light ſhower over his back. Neither the animal 
nor the ſpot he is in can now be diſtinguiſhed ;_ 
fave only that, on a nice ſearch, his two ſmall inſpi- g 
ratory foramina, and their membranes at play, may 
be perceived. It is in this fituation that the Torpedo 
gives his moſt forcible ſhock, which throws down the 
aſtoniſhed paſſenger who-inadvertently ſteps on him. 
I have thus ſhewn that Great Britain too claims the 
Torpedo. or Electric Ray; that ours is the broad 
marine fort, which Socrates, as Meno thought, 
reſembled ; and that it is the black Torpedo, whoſe 
influence ſubdues obſtinate Head · achs, and the Gout 
itſelf (0. In announcing. to our Naturaliſts and 
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the early 1 oman and Arabian, for 2 cures 
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